
100 Essential Blues Guitar Licks by Martin
Woodward: A Comprehensive Review
Martin Woodward's '100 Blues Guitar Licks' is a comprehensive guide to
the essential guitar licks that form the foundation of blues music. With over
100 licks covering a wide range of styles and techniques, this book is an
invaluable resource for blues guitarists of all levels.
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In this review, we will delve into the contents of the book, exploring its
strengths and weaknesses, and providing valuable insights into its
usefulness. Whether you're a beginner looking to learn the basics of blues
guitar or an experienced player seeking to expand your vocabulary, this
review will help you decide if '100 Blues Guitar Licks' is the right book for
you.
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'100 Blues Guitar Licks' is divided into 10 chapters, each focusing on a
different aspect of blues guitar playing. The chapters cover a wide range of
topics, including:

Basic blues patterns

Turnarounds

String bending

Slide guitar

Jazz blues

Shuffle blues

Rock blues

Minor blues

Funk blues

Country blues

Each chapter begins with a brief to the topic, followed by a series of licks
that demonstrate the techniques discussed. The licks are presented in tab
and standard notation, with clear explanations of fingering and techniques.

Woodward does an excellent job of organizing the licks according to
difficulty, making it easy for guitarists of all levels to find licks that they can
learn and play. The licks range from simple pentatonic blues patterns to
more advanced techniques such as double stops and octave bends.

Strengths



One of the strengths of '100 Blues Guitar Licks' is its comprehensive
coverage of blues guitar techniques. The book provides a solid foundation
for guitarists looking to learn the basics of blues guitar, as well as a wealth
of licks for experienced players to expand their vocabulary.

Another strength of the book is its clear and concise explanations.
Woodward provides detailed instructions for playing each lick, making it
easy for guitarists to follow along and learn the techniques.

Weaknesses

One potential weakness of '100 Blues Guitar Licks' is that it does not
include any audio or video examples. This can make it difficult for some
guitarists to hear how the licks are supposed to sound. However, there are
many online resources that provide audio and video examples of blues
guitar licks.

Another potential weakness is that the book does not include any exercises
or backing tracks. This can make it difficult for guitarists to practice the licks
in a musical context.

Overall, '100 Blues Guitar Licks' by Martin Woodward is an excellent
resource for blues guitarists of all levels. The book provides a
comprehensive coverage of blues guitar techniques, with clear and concise
explanations. While the lack of audio and video examples and backing
tracks may be a drawback for some guitarists, the wealth of licks and the
clear explanations make this book an invaluable resource for any blues
guitar player.



Whether you're a beginner looking to learn the basics of blues guitar or an
experienced player seeking to expand your vocabulary, '100 Blues Guitar
Licks' is a book that you should definitely check out.

Rating: 4.5 out of 5 stars
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