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Ann Petry's 1954 novel, Babylon Twins, is a powerful and moving story of
racial injustice and female empowerment in post-World War II America. Set
in Harlem, New York, the novel follows the lives of two sisters, Lillian and
Sarah Johnson, as they navigate the challenges of living in a racially
segregated society.

Lillian is a talented musician who dreams of becoming a concert pianist.
Despite her talent, she faces discrimination at every turn because of her
race. Sarah is a strong-willed and independent woman who works as a
nurse. She is determined to make a better life for herself and her family, but
she too faces challenges because of her race.

The sisters' lives are intertwined with those of other characters who are
also struggling to overcome racial injustice. There is Mr. Morton, a white
philanthropist who tries to help the sisters but is ultimately unable to fully
understand their experiences. There is Dr. Kendall, a black doctor who is
dedicated to helping his community but is often frustrated by the racism he
encounters.

Babylon Twins is a complex and nuanced novel that explores the many
ways that racism affects the lives of black people in America. Petry does
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not shy away from depicting the harsh realities of racial discrimination, but
she also shows the strength and resilience of her characters.

Historical Context

Babylon Twins was written during a time of great social and political change
in America. The Second World War had just ended, and the country was in
the midst of a civil rights movement. Black people were demanding their
rights as citizens, and there was a growing awareness of the need for racial
equality.

However, racism was still rampant in America in the 1950s. Black people
were denied access to housing, education, and employment. They were
also subjected to violence and discrimination on a daily basis.

Ann Petry's Babylon Twins is a powerful indictment of the racism that
existed in America in the 1950s. The novel shows the devastating impact
that racism had on the lives of black people, and it also shows the courage
and determination of those who fought for racial equality.

Major Themes

Babylon Twins explores a number of important themes, including:

Racial injustice: The novel depicts the many ways that racism affects
the lives of black people in America. Lillian and Sarah face
discrimination in housing, education, and employment. They are also
subjected to violence and harassment.

Female empowerment: The novel also shows the strength and
resilience of women. Lillian and Sarah are both strong-willed and



independent women who are determined to make a better life for
themselves and their families.

The importance of community: The novel shows the importance of
community in the face of adversity. Lillian and Sarah rely on each other
and their community for support.

The power of hope: Despite the challenges they face, Lillian and
Sarah never give up hope for a better future. They believe that one
day, racial equality will be achieved.

Critical Reception

Babylon Twins was a critical and commercial success. The novel was
praised for its powerful storytelling and its unflinching depiction of racial
injustice. It was also praised for its strong female characters and its
message of hope.

Babylon Twins has been compared to other classic novels of racial
injustice, such as Uncle Tom's Cabin and Native Son. It is a powerful and
moving story that continues to be relevant today.

Legacy

Babylon Twins has had a lasting impact on American literature and culture.
The novel has been adapted into a film and a television miniseries. It has
also been translated into a number of languages.

Babylon Twins is a classic American novel that continues to be read and
studied today. It is a powerful and moving story that offers a powerful
indictment of racism and a message of hope.
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