
Cicero: Politics and Persuasion in Ancient
Rome
Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 BCE) was a Roman orator, statesman, and
philosopher who played a pivotal role in shaping the political and
intellectual landscape of the late Roman Republic.
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Early Life and Education

Cicero was born in Arpinum, a small town in central Italy, on January 3, 106
BCE. His father was a wealthy landowner and his mother was a well-
educated woman. Cicero received an excellent education in rhetoric,
philosophy, and law in Rome and Athens.

Political Career

Cicero began his political career as a lawyer. He quickly gained a
reputation for his eloquence and skill in defending clients. In 75 BCE, he
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was elected quaestor, a financial official, and later served as aedile, a
magistrate responsible for public works and grain distribution.

In 63 BCE, Cicero was elected consul, the highest office in the Roman
Republic. During his consulship, he successfully suppressed a conspiracy
to overthrow the government known as the Catiline Conspiracy. Cicero's
speeches against Catiline, known as the "Catilinarian Orations," are
considered masterpieces of Latin oratory.

Cicero's political career was marked by both successes and setbacks. He
was exiled from Rome in 58 BCE for his opposition to the First Triumvirate
of Pompey, Caesar, and Crassus. However, he was later recalled and
served as governor of Cilicia in 51-50 BCE.

Cicero returned to Rome in 50 BCE and played a leading role in the civil
war between Pompey and Caesar. He sided with Pompey, but after
Pompey's defeat at the Battle of Pharsalus in 48 BCE, he submitted to
Caesar.

Philosophical and Rhetorical Contributions

In addition to his political career, Cicero was also a prolific writer and
philosopher. He wrote extensively on rhetoric, politics, and philosophy, and
his works have had a profound influence on Western thought.

Cicero's rhetorical works, such as the "De Inventione" and the "De
Oratore," are essential reading for students of rhetoric. In these works,
Cicero expounds on the art of persuasion and the qualities of a good orator.



Cicero's political philosophy is outlined in his work "De Republica," a
dialogue on the ideal state. In this work, Cicero argues for a mixed
constitution that combines elements of monarchy, aristocracy, and
democracy. He also discusses the importance of the rule of law and the
separation of powers.

Legacy

Cicero's legacy as a politician, orator, and philosopher is immense. He is
considered one of the greatest orators of all time, and his writings have
been translated into numerous languages and studied for centuries.

Cicero's political ideas played a significant role in the development of the
Roman Republic and influenced subsequent political thought in Europe and
the United States.

Cicero was a complex and fascinating figure who left a lasting mark on
Roman history and Western civilization. His eloquence, his political
acumen, and his philosophical insights continue to inspire and challenge us
today.
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