
Colonialism Is Crime: Critical Issues in Crime
and Society
Colonialism is a system of political, economic, and social control by which
one country establishes and maintains authority over another country or
territory. This control can be exercised through direct rule, indirect rule, or a
combination of the two. Colonialism has been a major force in world history,
and its effects continue to be felt today.
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One of the most devastating effects of colonialism is the legacy of crime
and violence that it has left behind. The exploitation and oppression of
colonized peoples has created conditions conducive to crime, and the
effects of colonialism continue to be felt in the high rates of crime and
violence in many former colonies.

The Causes of Crime in Former Colonies
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There are a number of factors that contribute to the high rates of crime in
former colonies. These include:

Poverty: Colonialism has left many former colonies with economies
that are heavily dependent on a single industry, such as agriculture or
mining. This can lead to poverty and unemployment, which are major
risk factors for crime.

Inequality: Colonialism has also left many former colonies with highly
unequal societies. This inequality can lead to resentment and social
unrest, which can also contribute to crime.

Discrimination: Colonialism has left a legacy of racism and
discrimination in many former colonies. This discrimination can lead to
social exclusion and a lack of opportunity, which can increase the risk
of crime.

Lack of education: Colonialism has also left many former colonies
with poor educational systems. This lack of education can lead to a
lack of skills and job opportunities, which can increase the risk of
crime.

Weak justice systems: Colonialism has also left many former
colonies with weak justice systems. This can lead to a lack of
accountability for crime, which can increase the risk of crime.

The Effects of Crime in Former Colonies

The high rates of crime in former colonies have a number of negative
effects on society. These include:



Reduced economic growth: Crime can deter investment and
tourism, and it can also make it difficult for businesses to operate. This
can lead to reduced economic growth and development.

Increased poverty: Crime can also lead to increased poverty, as
victims of crime may lose their property or income. This can lead to a
cycle of poverty and crime.

Social unrest: Crime can also lead to social unrest, as people may
become frustrated with the lack of safety and security. This can lead to
protests and even riots.

Increased violence: Crime can also lead to increased violence, as
people may resort to violence to protect themselves or their property.
This can lead to a spiral of violence that is difficult to control.

Colonialism has left a lasting legacy of crime and violence around the
world. The exploitation and oppression of colonized peoples has created
conditions conducive to crime, and the effects of colonialism continue to be
felt today. In order to address the problem of crime in former colonies, it is
important to understand the root causes of crime and to develop policies
that address these causes.

Some of the key steps that can be taken to address the problem of crime in
former colonies include:

Investing in education and job training programs to provide people with
the skills and opportunities they need to succeed.

Strengthening justice systems to ensure that criminals are held
accountable for their crimes.



Addressing the underlying causes of poverty and inequality.

Promoting social inclusion and reducing discrimination.

By taking these steps, we can help to create a more just and equitable
world for all.

Additional Resources

United Nations Decolonization

World Bank Poverty

OECD Inequality

UNICEF Education

International Criminal Court
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