
Contemporary Bluegrass Backup Guitar:
Bobby Jones, a Master of Rhythm and
Harmony
In the captivating tapestry of contemporary bluegrass music, the backup
guitar stands as an unassuming yet indispensable force, providing the
rhythmic foundation and harmonic scaffolding upon which the melody and
solos soar. Among the esteemed practitioners of this art form, Bobby Jones
emerges as a true maestro, a veritable wizard of rhythm and harmony who
has redefined the role of the backup guitar and inspired generations of
musicians.

Early Life and Influences
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Born in Hazard, Kentucky, USA, on May 1, 1952, Bobby Jones inherited his
musical prowess from a family steeped in traditional bluegrass. His father,
Bill Jones, was a renowned fiddler, while his uncle, Red Jones, was the
legendary banjo player in Bill Monroe's Blue Grass Boys. Surrounded by
music from an early age, Bobby's passion for the guitar ignited.
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As a young guitarist, Jones drew inspiration from the rhythmic sensibilities
of legendary bluegrass players like Earl Scruggs and Clarence White. He
also immersed himself in the music of jazz guitarists such as Wes
Montgomery and Barney Kessel, broadening his harmonic and
improvisational vocabulary.

A New Approach to Backup Guitar

In the early 1970s, Jones joined the groundbreaking bluegrass band New
Grass Revival. As the band's backup guitarist, he challenged the traditional
role of the instrument, seeking to expand its harmonic and rhythmic
possibilities. Drawing inspiration from his diverse musical background,
Jones incorporated chromatic chords, complex voicings, and subtle
syncopation into his playing, creating a new and sophisticated sound.
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Signature Style and Techniques

Jones' signature backup guitar style is characterized by its infectious
rhythmic drive, intricate fingerpicking, and innovative use of harmony. He
employs a combination of traditional bluegrass techniques, such as the
Carter scratch and the Travis pick, with elements from jazz and classical
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guitar. His rhythmic patterns are often complex and syncopated, providing a
solid foundation for the lead instruments.

As a master of harmony, Jones embellishes his backup playing with rich
chords and voicings. He frequently uses chromaticism, adding tension and
release to the sound. His chord progressions are often unexpected and
inventive, creating a harmonic landscape that both supports and enhances
the melody.

Collaboration and Accolades

Throughout his career, Bobby Jones has collaborated with a veritable
who's who of bluegrass, folk, and country music. He has played alongside
legendary artists such as Bill Monroe, Earl Scruggs, Doc Watson, and
Alison Krauss. His contributions have been recognized with numerous
awards, including four Grammy Awards and multiple International
Bluegrass Music Association awards.

In addition to his acclaimed work as a backup guitarist, Jones is also a
respected solo artist. He has released several albums showcasing his
unique guitar style and songwriting prowess. His 2006 album "Jonesin'"
garnered widespread critical praise and was nominated for a Grammy
Award.

Legacy and Impact

Bobby Jones has left an indelible mark on the world of bluegrass music.
His innovative approach to backup guitar has influenced countless
guitarists and shaped the sound of contemporary bluegrass. His masterful
playing has inspired generations of musicians to explore the harmonic and
rhythmic possibilities of the instrument.



Beyond his musical prowess, Jones is renowned for his humility,
generosity, and mentorship. He has dedicated his life to passing on his
knowledge and love of music to young players. His influence extends far
beyond the stage, inspiring countless musicians to pursue their own
dreams and elevate the art of bluegrass guitar.

Bobby Jones is a true virtuoso of the backup guitar, a master musician who
has revolutionized the role of the instrument in bluegrass music. With his
unparalleled command of rhythm, harmony, and innovation, he has set a
new standard for backup guitar playing. His legacy as a groundbreaking
artist and inspiring mentor will continue to shape the sound and spirit of
bluegrass for generations to come.
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