
Encyclopedia of Irish and American Fiddle
Tunes: A Comprehensive Guide to the
Classics for Violinists, Fiddlers, and Celtic
Music Enthusiasts
The Encyclopedia of Irish and American Fiddle Tunes is a monumental
work that stands as the most comprehensive collection of traditional fiddle
tunes from Ireland and America. Compiled by renowned music scholar and
fiddler Mick Moloney, this invaluable resource provides a treasure trove of
over 1,000 tunes, meticulously transcribed and arranged for both violin and
fiddle. It is a must-have for any violinist, fiddler, or enthusiast of Celtic
music seeking to delve into the rich tapestry of traditional fiddle playing.
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Historical Significance

The origins of fiddle music in Ireland and America can be traced back to the
arrival of Irish immigrants to the United States in the 19th century. These
immigrants brought with them their beloved fiddle tunes, which quickly
gained popularity among American musicians and audiences. Over time,
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the fiddle became an integral part of American folk music, particularly in
Appalachian and Cajun music.

The Encyclopedia of Irish and American Fiddle Tunes captures the essence
of this musical heritage by preserving and presenting a vast repertoire of
fiddle tunes that have been passed down through generations. It serves as
a vital resource for musicians seeking to learn and perform these traditional
melodies.

Structure and Organization

The Encyclopedia of Irish and American Fiddle Tunes is organized into two
main sections: Irish tunes and American tunes. Each section is further
divided into sub-sections based on tune type, such as reels, jigs,
hornpipes, and polkas. This logical structure allows for easy navigation and
quick access to specific tunes.

Each tune entry includes the following information:

Tune name

Alternative titles (if applicable)

Musical notation for both violin and fiddle

Detailed description of the tune's history, origins, and variations

Recordings and performances of the tune by renowned fiddle players

Practical Applications

The Encyclopedia of Irish and American Fiddle Tunes is not merely an
academic tome but a practical tool for musicians of all levels. It provides a



valuable resource for:

Learning new tunes: The Encyclopedia offers a vast selection of
fiddle tunes to learn and master, suitable for both beginners and
experienced musicians.

Improving technique: The detailed musical notation and performance
notes provide guidance on bowing, fingering, and ornamentation,
helping musicians refine their playing skills.

Historical and cultural understanding: The Encyclopedia's
comprehensive descriptions of each tune's history and origins enrich
musicians' knowledge of Celtic music and its cultural significance.

Repertoire building: The extensive collection of tunes provides ample
material for building a diverse and engaging repertoire for
performances and recordings.

The Encyclopedia of Irish and American Fiddle Tunes is an indispensable
resource for violinists, fiddlers, and Celtic music enthusiasts. Its
comprehensive collection of traditional fiddle tunes, its detailed musical
notation and descriptions, and its practical applications make it an
invaluable tool for learning, performing, and preserving the rich heritage of
fiddle music.

Whether you're a seasoned professional or a budding enthusiast, the
Encyclopedia of Irish and American Fiddle Tunes is a treasure that will
enrich your musical journey and deepen your appreciation for the beauty
and tradition of fiddle music.
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