
Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About
Clawhammer Banjo
Clawhammer banjo is a unique and exciting style of banjo playing that is
popular in American folk music. It is characterized by its use of a
clawhammer grip, in which the thumb and middle finger are used to strike
the strings, and by its syncopated, rhythmic patterns. Clawhammer banjo is
often used to accompany folk songs and ballads, and it can also be used
for instrumental pieces.

The origins of clawhammer banjo can be traced back to the early 19th
century, when African slaves in the United States began to play the banjo.
These slaves developed their own unique style of playing, which was
influenced by African musical traditions. Over time, clawhammer banjo
spread from the slave community to white musicians, and it eventually
became a popular style of music throughout the United States.

There are a variety of different techniques and styles used to play
clawhammer banjo. Some of the most common techniques include:
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Downstrokes: Downstrokes are the basic stroke used in clawhammer
banjo. They are played by striking the strings with the thumb.

Upstrokes: Upstrokes are played by striking the strings with the
middle finger.

Hammer-ons: Hammer-ons are played by striking a string with the
thumb and then immediately hammering on the string with the middle
finger.

Pull-offs: Pull-offs are played by striking a string with the middle finger
and then immediately pulling off the string with the thumb.

Slides: Slides are played by sliding the thumb or middle finger along
the strings.

These techniques can be used to create a wide variety of different rhythms
and melodies. Clawhammer banjo players often use syncopated rhythms
and cross-picking patterns to create a unique and exciting sound.

There are many great clawhammer banjo players who have helped to
shape the sound of the instrument. Some of the most influential players
include:

Dock Boggs: Dock Boggs was a legendary clawhammer banjo player
from North Carolina. He was known for his unique style of playing,
which was characterized by its use of syncopated rhythms and cross-
picking patterns.

Kyle Creed: Kyle Creed is a contemporary clawhammer banjo player
from North Carolina. He is known for his innovative approach to the
instrument, which incorporates elements of jazz and bluegrass.



Cathy Fink: Cathy Fink is a clawhammer banjo player and singer from
Maryland. She is known for her beautiful melodies and her clear,
articulate playing style.

There are a number of resources available to help you learn how to play
clawhammer banjo. These resources include:

Books: There are a number of books available that teach the basics of
clawhammer banjo. Some of the most popular books include:

Clawhammer Banjo for the Complete Ignoramus by Wayne
Erbsen

Clawhammer Banjo from Scratch by Ken Perlman

The Complete Idiot's Guide to Clawhammer Banjo by Matt
Conner

Videos: There are also a number of videos available online that teach
you how to play clawhammer banjo. Some of the most popular videos
include:

Clawhammer Banjo Basics by Peghead Nation

Clawhammer Banjo for Beginners by Homespun

The Clawhammer Banjo Course by Banjo Ben Clark

Workshops: There are also a number of workshops available that
teach you how to play clawhammer banjo. These workshops are a
great way to learn from experienced players and to get feedback on
your playing.



Clawhammer banjo is a unique and exciting style of banjo playing that is
popular in American folk music. It is a versatile instrument that can be used
to play a wide variety of music, from folk songs and ballads to instrumental
pieces. If you are interested in learning how to play clawhammer banjo,
there are a number of resources available to help you get started.
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