First 50 Songs You Should Play On
Vibraphone: A Comprehensive Guide for
Beginners and Intermediate Players

Embarking on the captivating journey of playing the vibraphone requires a
solid foundation of essential songs. Whether you're a beginner eager to
explore the intricacies of this enchanting instrument or an intermediate
player seeking to expand your repertoire, this comprehensive list of the first
50 songs will guide your musical growth and unlock your true potential.

Each song has been meticulously selected to provide a well-rounded
experience, encompassing classic melodies, beloved jazz standards,
modern pop hits, and enchanting movie themes. As you progress through
this guide, you will not only hone your technical abilities but also develop a
deep appreciation for the vibraphone's unique sonic qualities.
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Beginner-Friendly Songs

1. Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
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Commence your vibraphone journey with this timeless lullaby, a gentle to
the instrument's basic notes and rhythms.

2. Mary Had a Little Lamb
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Another classic nursery rhyme, Mary Had a Little Lamb, offers a slightly
more challenging rhythmic pattern, laying the groundwork for future
syncopations.

3. Hot Cross Buns
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This traditional English folk song introduces cross-sticking, a fundamental
technique that adds rhythmic vitality to your playing.

4. Jingle Bells
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Immerse yourself in the festive spirit with Jingle Bells, a cheerful melody
that utilizes the full range of the vibraphone.

5. Happy Birthday to You
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Celebrate special occasions with this universally recognized tune,
mastering the subtle nuances of articulation and dynamics.

Intermediate-Level Songs

6. Scarborough Fair
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Transport yourself to medieval England with this haunting folk song,
showcasing the vibraphone's ability to evoke emotions and create
captivating atmospheres.

7. Clair de Lune
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Experience the ethereal beauty of Debussy's masterpiece, developing your
control over dynamics and legato playing.

8. Blue Train
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Immerse yourself in the world of jazz with this iconic piece by John
Coltrane, exploring syncopated rhythms and improvisational techniques.

9. Watermelon Man
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Embrace the infectious groove of Herbie Hancock's Watermelon Man,
mastering the art of comping and soloing.

10. Giant Steps
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Challenge yourself with Giant Steps by John Coltrane, a bebop
masterpiece that demands technical precision and harmonic
understanding.

Modern Pop and Movie Themes

11. Shallow (A Star Is Born)


https://readingroom.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlNmRlNVODlvNVVFRGViTFI0WWkrV045TFFjVGFJR3dnQ1BkSFJKZzFvWkUxTUhobzZhOHB5azUwd1JualwvV0FGTFZJWHJHS3p1Mm12OGRBTkR4SXdwc3VOXC9ORmFoU0NRTmRjdGNTdm9xWUVodStxeDZcL3Vxd0t5eG5RNG1IMW5lZngzdWR6dXNoVFwvcjg1cStMbm1uajVRSzBIUStucjJLcTVrNHBhc2hqeVA5dEJkVFZaSDdYa2UxT1pFc1dvR3hFRXpNMVI1bjFjem5cL3RDT0xRUVFHcmVVeTAwd1NwMFQwNW9XWWpJYWIyeHBwdjdrOWNYOTZGeXB6OEEyOVBHSGNHZUhmZGNBSUd2ZlwvMmsrOHJzSUR3PT0iLCJpdiI6ImU5ODJlMzQ2M2FjYmVhYjI4ZDljOWY3NTRjNDQ3ODc5IiwicyI6IjdmZWEyMmFiMmM2MTY3OTQifQ%3D%3D

Shallow

€ Majoe haly Gags Al
(pv".' (& a o DO\‘L‘ -~
grames -J:PJ—P:‘M_-LEQE;E:&?‘@;
: . P —— =i -
=" ‘__n.gggﬂﬁ‘; ==
3%

D

WM o

=

sy

| I'- ul;e Jummuml
o S8 = =0

"o L0 g [ a-q fim i i
SE‘:‘F*S?“EF;&“F;L EET =i

Al m dsbslivey 1 | fersywd ol o Uiy | By,

T

c i

Lol

Rl =1 Tillmed et

Capture the raw emotions of Bradley Cooper and Lady Gaga's Shallow
from A Star Is Born, showcasing your lyrical phrasing and expressive

playing.

12. Bohemian Rhapsody (Queen)
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Embark on a musical odyssey with Queen's Bohemian Rhapsody,
mastering the diverse sections and dynamic contrasts that define this iconic
rock anthem.

13. Can't Stop the Feeling! (Trolls)
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Spread joy and dance to the irresistible beat of Justin Timberlake's Can't
Stop the Feeling! from Trolls.

14. Hedwig's Theme (Harry Potter)
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Harry Potter: Hedwig's Theme - John Williams

Embark on a magical journey with Hedwig's Theme from Harry Potter,
capturing the whimsical and enchanting essence of the beloved film series.

15. Let It Go (Frozen)
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Belt out the empowering lyrics of Idina Menzel's Let It Go from Frozen,
mastering the soaring melodies and emotional depth.

Jazz Standards

16. Autumn Leaves
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Immerse yourself in the romanticism of Autumn Leaves, a jazz standard
that showcases your ability to create beautiful melodies and harmonies.

17. Take Five
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Embrace the unique 5/4 time signature of Dave Brubeck's Take Five,
developing your rhythmic precision and improvisational skills.

18. So What
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Explore the modal harmonies of Miles Davis' So What, mastering the art of
soloing over extended chords.

19. 1 Got Rhythm
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Swing along to the infectious beat of | Got Rhythm by George Gershwin,
showcasing your syncopated rhythms and improvisational flair.

20. Fly Me to the Moon
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Create a dreamy atmosphere with Fly Me to the Moon by Frank Sinatra,
capturing the essence of classic jazz ballads.

World Music
21. La Bamba (Mexico)
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Embrace the vibrant rhythms and melodies of Mexico with La Bamba,
exploring traditional Latin American music.

22. Sakura (Japan)
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Immerse yourself in the delicate beauty of Sakura, a traditional Japanese
folk song that showcases the vibraphone's ethereal qualities.

23. Hava Nagila (Israel)
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Celebrate with the joyful melody of Hava Nagila, a traditional Israeli folk
song that embodies the spirit of community and festivity.

24. Scarborough Fair (Celtic)
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Discover the enchanting melodies of Celtic music with Scarborough Fair, a
haunting folk song that evokes ancient traditions.

25. Samba de Janeiro (Brazil)
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