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Rabbit Soldier Angel Thief, an enthralling middle-grade novel by Australian
author Alan Baxter, has been shortlisted for the prestigious 2024 Children's
Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Awards. This recognition underscores
the book's exceptional literary merit and its ability to captivate young
readers with its unique blend of adventure, history, and heartwarming
themes.
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Captivating Characters

At the heart of Rabbit Soldier Angel Thief lies a cast of unforgettable
characters who embody courage, resilience, and the unwavering power of
friendship.

Jasper: A timid and bookish rabbit who is reluctantly recruited as a
soldier in the midst of World War II

Lily: A brave and resourceful mouse who becomes Jasper's loyal
companion and confidant

Otto: A cunning and enigmatic cat who initially appears as an enemy
but later reveals a surprising connection to Jasper

Gripping Plot

Set against the backdrop of war-torn France, Rabbit Soldier Angel Thief
weaves a gripping tale of espionage, friendship, and self-discovery.

As Jasper, Lily, and Otto embark on a dangerous mission to deliver a top-
secret message, they navigate perilous terrain, outwit cunning adversaries,
and forge an unbreakable bond that transcends their differences. Along the
way, they uncover hidden truths about their own pasts and confront the
complexities of war and identity.

CBCA Recognition

The CBCA Awards are renowned for recognizing outstanding children's and
young adult literature in Australia. Rabbit Soldier Angel Thief's shortlisting is
a testament to its exceptional storytelling, engaging characters, and the
important themes it explores.



The CBCA Awards play a vital role in promoting literacy, encouraging
young readers, and celebrating the transformative power of books. Rabbit
Soldier Angel Thief's inclusion in the shortlist highlights its potential to
inspire, entertain, and spark meaningful conversations among young
minds.

Meaningful Themes

Beyond its thrilling adventure, Rabbit Soldier Angel Thief explores profound
themes that resonate with readers of all ages.

Courage and Resilience: The characters face their fears and
overcome obstacles, demonstrating the importance of perseverance
and determination

Friendship and Trust: The bonds between Jasper, Lily, and Otto
highlight the power of friendship and the ability to trust others

Identity and Belonging: The characters grapple with their own
identities and what it means to belong in a world of division and conflict

Educational Value

In addition to its literary value, Rabbit Soldier Angel Thief also offers
educational insights into World War II and the experiences of those who
lived through it.

The book provides a vivid portrayal of the realities of war, the sacrifices
made by soldiers, and the impact of conflict on individuals and
communities. It also explores the complexities of history and the
importance of remembering past events to prevent their repetition.



Rabbit Soldier Angel Thief is a captivating and thought-provoking adventure
that deserves its place on the 2024 CBCA Awards shortlist. With its
engaging characters, gripping plot, meaningful themes, and educational
value, this novel has the potential to captivate young readers, spark their
imaginations, and inspire them to embrace courage, friendship, and the
pursuit of a better world.
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