
Summary and Analysis of The Handmaid's
Tale
Margaret Atwood's dystopian novel The Handmaid's Tale is a chilling and
thought-provoking exploration of the dangers of unchecked power and the
importance of individual freedom. Published in 1985, the novel is set in a
near-future United States that has been overthrown by a fundamentalist
regime called the Republic of Gilead. In this new society, women are
subjugated and forced to serve specific roles based on their fertility.
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Summary

The novel follows the story of Offred, a young woman who is forced to
become a Handmaid in the household of Commander Fred Waterford.
Handmaids are fertile women who are assigned to the homes of wealthy
and powerful men in order to bear children for them. Offred's job is to
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participate in the Ceremony, a monthly ritual in which she is raped by the
Commander in the hope of conceiving a child.

Offred's life is one of constant surveillance and repression. She is not
allowed to read or write, and she is forbidden from speaking to other
women unless absolutely necessary. She is also forced to wear a
distinctive red habit that covers her entire body, except for her face and
hands.

Despite the oppressive environment, Offred manages to find moments of
resistance. She secretly learns to read and write, and she forms a
friendship with Ofglen, another Handmaid. Together, they begin to plan an
escape from Gilead.

Analysis

The Handmaid's Tale is a powerful and disturbing novel that has resonated
with readers around the world. Atwood's vision of a dystopian society is
both horrifying and believable, and her characters are complex and
relatable.

The novel explores a number of important themes, including the dangers of
unchecked power, the importance of individual freedom, and the role of
women in society. Atwood also raises questions about the nature of
consent and the limits of human endurance.

The Handmaid's Tale is a cautionary tale about the dangers of
complacency and the importance of speaking out against injustice. It is a
novel that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Characters



Offred: The protagonist of the novel, Offred is a young woman who is
forced to become a Handmaid in the household of Commander Fred
Waterford.

Commander Fred Waterford: The wealthy and powerful Commander
of the household in which Offred serves. He is a cruel and oppressive
man who rapes Offred on a monthly basis.

Serena Joy Waterford: The Commander's wife, Serena Joy is a
devout and fanatical believer in the ways of Gilead. She is cruel and
unforgiving, and she takes pleasure in the suffering of others.

Ofglen: Another Handmaid who becomes Offred's friend. Together,
they begin to plan an escape from Gilead.

Aunt Lydia: The Aunt who oversees the training of the Handmaids.
She is a cruel and sadistic woman who takes pleasure in punishing her
charges.

Themes

The dangers of unchecked power: The Republic of Gilead is a
totalitarian regime that has complete control over its citizens' lives. The
government uses fear and violence to maintain its power, and it
ruthlessly suppresses any dissent.

The importance of individual freedom: Offred and the other
Handmaids are denied their basic freedoms, including the right to read,
write, and speak their minds. The novel explores the importance of
these freedoms, and the devastating effects that their absence can
have on the human spirit.



The role of women in society: In Gilead, women are subjugated and
forced to serve specific roles based on their fertility. The novel explores
the ways in which this system oppresses women and limits their
potential.

The nature of consent: The Commander rapes Offred on a monthly
basis in the hope of conceiving a child. The novel raises questions
about the nature of consent and the limits of human endurance.

The limits of human endurance: The Handmaids are subjected to
constant physical and psychological abuse. The novel explores the
limits of human endurance and the ways in which people can survive
even the most extreme conditions.

Legacy

The Handmaid's Tale has been praised for its powerful and disturbing
vision of a dystopian society. The novel has won numerous awards,
including the Nebula Award for Best Novel and the Arthur C. Clarke Award.
It has also been adapted into a successful television series.

The Handmaid's Tale is a classic work of dystopian fiction that continues to
resonate with readers today. It is a novel that will stay with you long after
you finish reading it.
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