The Duffus Inquiry 1975: Uncovering the Truth
Behind the Grenada Chronicles

Nestled in the heart of the Caribbean Sea, the island nation of Grenada

found itself at the crossroads of political turmoil and social unrest in the

mid-1970s. The Grenada Chronicles, a series of articles published in the

local newspaper "The Torchlight," brought to light allegations of corruption,

mismanagement, and human rights violations within the government of the

day.
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In response to the growing public outcry, the British government appointed

Sir Archibald Duffus, a distinguished judge from Jamaica, to conduct an

impartial inquiry into the allegations. The Duffus Inquiry, as it came to be
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known, played a pivotal role in uncovering the truth behind the Grenada
Chronicles and shaping the future of the island nation.

Background

Grenada's political landscape in the early 1970s was marked by instability
and divisions. The ruling Grenada National Party (GNP),led by Prime
Minister Sir Eric Gairy, faced growing opposition from within and outside its
ranks. Economic hardship, unemployment, and social inequality fueled
discontent among the population.

The Grenada Chronicles, written by journalist Alimenta "Mama" La Guerre,
exposed a web of allegations against the Gairy government, including
corruption, nepotism, and brutality. The articles sparked widespread
outrage and led to calls for an independent investigation.

Sir Archibald Duffus and the Inquiry

Sir Archibald Duffus was selected as the commissioner for the inquiry due
to his reputation for fairness, integrity, and legal expertise. The inquiry,
which began in May 1975, was tasked with investigating the allegations
against the Gairy government and making recommendations for future
reforms.

The inquiry process involved meticulous examination of documents,
interviewing witnesses, and gathering evidence from multiple sources.
Duffus and his team traveled extensively throughout Grenada, meeting with
individuals from all walks of life, listening to their testimonies, and piecing
together a complex picture of the island's political and social reality.

Findings of the Inquiry



After months of rigorous investigation, the Duffus Inquiry released its
findings in October 1975. The report, consisting of five volumes,
documented a litany of abuses and improprieties committed by the Gairy
government.

The inquiry found evidence of:

= Extensive corruption and embezzlement of public funds

= Violation of human rights, including arbitrary arrests, torture, and
political victimization

= Abuse of power by the police and security forces

= Deterioration of the rule of law and the independence of the judiciary

The Duffus Inquiry's findings sent shockwaves through Grenada and
reverberated internationally. The report exposed the extent of the Gairy
government's corruption and authoritarian rule, vindicating the allegations
made in the Grenada Chronicles.

Impact and Legacy

The Duffus Inquiry had a profound impact on Grenada's political trajectory.
The Gairy government was forced to resign, paving the way for democratic
elections and a transition to a new era. The inquiry's recommendations for
constitutional and legal reforms helped strengthen the rule of law and
protect citizens' rights.

Beyond Grenada, the Duffus Inquiry served as a model for other Truth
Commissions and inquiries established in post-conflict and post-
authoritarian societies. It demonstrated the importance of impartial and



thorough investigations in promoting accountability, reconciliation, and
healing.

The Grenada Chronicles, which sparked the Duffus Inquiry, remain a
testament to the power of journalism in holding power to account and
exposing injustice. The inquiry's findings continue to resonate today,
reminding us of the fragility of democracy and the need for constant
vigilance against corruption and abuse of power.

The Duffus Inquiry 1975 stands as a landmark event in Grenada's history. It
was a courageous and impartial investigation that brought to light the truth
behind the Grenada Chronicles, exposing the extent of corruption and
human rights violations under the Gairy government.

The inquiry's legacy extends beyond Grenada, serving as an example of
how impartial and thorough investigations can promote accountability,
reconciliation, and democratic reforms. The Grenada Chronicles and the
Duffus Inquiry remind us of the power of journalism and the importance of
defending the rule of law, human rights, and democratic values.
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