
The Enigmatic Follies of Shropshire:
Unveiling England's Eccentric Architectural
Marvels
Nestled amidst the rolling hills and picturesque landscapes of Shropshire,
England, lies an intriguing collection of architectural oddities known as
follies. These enigmatic structures, built during the 18th and 19th centuries,
serve no practical purpose and are often shrouded in mystery and legend.
From whimsical temples and towering towers to elaborate bridges and
mock ruins, the Follies of Shropshire captivate visitors with their eccentricity
and architectural charm. In this article, we embark on a journey to explore
some of the most notable follies of this historic county, uncovering their
captivating stories and architectural significance.

1. Wenlock Priory



Overlooking the tranquil River Severn, Wenlock Priory stands as a
testament to the architectural grandeur of the Victorian era. Built in the
1860s by the eccentric Reverend Robert More, this folly was designed to
resemble a medieval priory, complete with vaulted ceilings, stained-glass
windows, and a grand entrance tower. The priory's interior is adorned with
intricate carvings and paintings, creating a visually stunning space. Despite
its imposing appearance, Wenlock Priory was never intended to be a
functional religious building. Instead, it served as a private retreat for
Reverend More, where he could indulge in his passion for architecture and
history.
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Hawkstone Park Follies, a series of breathtaking follies set amidst a stunning
landscape

Nestled within the sprawling grounds of Hawkstone Park, a series of
breathtaking follies beckons visitors to explore their whimsical charm.
These follies, built during the 18th and 19th centuries, include the Gothic
Tower, the Swiss Cottage, and the Swiss Bridge. The Gothic Tower,
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perched on a sandstone cliff, offers panoramic views of the surrounding
countryside. The Swiss Cottage, with its half-timbered facade and thatched
roof, exudes a quaint and charming atmosphere. The Swiss Bridge,
spanning a picturesque ravine, is a marvel of engineering, adorned with
intricate stonework and ornamental railings. Together, these follies create a
captivating landscape, inviting visitors to immerse themselves in their
architectural beauty and historical significance.

3. The Moat



Hidden away in the secluded depths of Shropshire's woodland, The Moat
exudes an air of mystery and intrigue. This enigmatic folly, built in the 18th
century, consists of a circular tower surrounded by a wide moat. The
tower's exterior is adorned with decorative stonework and narrow windows,
giving it an almost fortress-like appearance. The moat, filled with water and
overgrown with vegetation, adds to the folly's allure and isolation. The
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purpose of The Moat remains a subject of speculation, with some
suggesting it was built as a hunting lodge or a place of retreat.

4. Attingham Park

Attingham Park, a grand folly set within the beautiful grounds of a stately home

Within the picturesque grounds of Attingham Park, a grand folly beckons
visitors to marvel at its architectural splendor. This folly, built in the 18th
century, is modeled after the Temple of Theseus in Athens. It features a
colonnaded portico supported by towering columns, creating a sense of
grandeur and classical elegance. The folly stands on a small hill,
overlooking the sweeping lawns and formal gardens of Attingham Park. Its
pristine white exterior and well-preserved details make it a stunning
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architectural gem, adding to the beauty and historical significance of this
stately home.

5. Dudmaston Hall
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