
The Faderville Novels: A Literary Exploration
of Small-Town Life in the Early 20th Century
Owen Wister's Faderville Novels are a series of four novels that chronicle
the lives of the residents of Faderville, a small town in Wyoming, during the
early 20th century. The novels offer a unique and insightful look at the
social, economic, and cultural changes that were taking place in small-town
America at the time.
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The first novel in the series, The Virginian (1902),introduces us to the town
of Faderville and its inhabitants. The novel follows the story of a young
Virginian who comes to Faderville to work as a cowboy. The Virginian is a
complex and enigmatic character, and his arrival in Faderville sets off a
chain of events that will change the town forever.
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The second novel in the series, The Line of Love (1908),focuses on the
relationship between the Virginian and Molly Stark Wood, the daughter of a
wealthy rancher. The novel explores the challenges and rewards of love
and marriage in a small town. It also delves into the issue of class conflict,
as the Virginian is a poor cowboy and Molly is the daughter of one of the
richest men in town.

The third novel in the series, Lady Baltimore (1906),tells the story of a
young woman who comes to Faderville from Baltimore to visit her aunt. The
novel explores the contrast between life in a big city and life in a small
town. It also deals with the issue of women's rights, as the protagonist,
Lady Baltimore, is a strong and independent woman who challenges the
traditional roles of women in society.

The fourth and final novel in the series, Members of the Family
(1911),brings the story of Faderville to a close. The novel follows the lives
of the residents of Faderville as they deal with the challenges of the early
20th century, including the rise of industrialization and the changing role of
the family.

The Faderville Novels are a valuable and insightful look at small-town life in
the early 20th century. Wister's writing is both beautiful and evocative, and
his characters are complex and relatable. The novels offer a unique
perspective on a time and place that is often overlooked in American
literature.

The Social Changes

The Faderville Novels chronicle a number of social changes that were
taking place in small-town America in the early 20th century. One of the



most significant changes was the rise of industrialization. As factories and
other industries were built in small towns, the traditional way of life began to
change. People began to move from the farms to the cities, and the small-
town community began to break down.

Another social change that is explored in the novels is the changing role of
women. In the early 20th century, women began to demand more rights
and opportunities. They began to work outside the home, and they began
to participate in public life. This change was met with resistance from some
members of society, but it ultimately led to a more equitable society for
women.

The Economic Changes

The Faderville Novels also explore the economic changes that were taking
place in small-town America in the early 20th century. One of the most
significant changes was the rise of the automobile. The automobile made it
possible for people to travel more easily, and it also led to the development
of new industries and businesses. However, the automobile also had a
negative impact on some small towns, as it made it easier for people to
move away.

Another economic change that is explored in the novels is the decline of
the family farm. In the early 20th century, many family farms were unable to
compete with the larger, more efficient farms that were being developed.
This led to a decline in the population of small towns, as people moved to
the cities to find work.

The Cultural Changes



The Faderville Novels also explore the cultural changes that were taking
place in small-town America in the early 20th century. One of the most
significant changes was the rise of mass media. Newspapers, magazines,
and radio made it possible for people to stay connected with the outside
world. This led to a more cosmopolitan culture in small towns, as people
began to learn about new ideas and ways of life.

Another cultural change that is explored in the novels is the decline of
traditional values. In the early 20th century, many of the traditional values of
small-town America began to be challenged. This was due in part to the
rise of mass media, which exposed people to new ideas and ways of life. It
was also due to the increasing mobility of people, which made it easier for
people to leave their small towns and move to the cities.

The Faderville Novels are a valuable and insightful look at small-town life in
the early 20th century. Wister's writing is both beautiful and evocative, and
his characters are complex and relatable. The novels offer a unique
perspective on a time and place that is often overlooked in American
literature.
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